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Annual meeting in Italy  
December 2008-  No. 21— newsletter 

An international group of Naucrates members arrived  
in Italy to attend the VII Annual meeting of the or ganiza-
tion. The meeting was held at the Santa Margherita Castle 
in Cori on 11th October 2008. For the occasion, Ray  and 
Marjut arrived few days earlier to help Naucrates t o start 
work on the land that will be used to develop the e cologi-
cal restoration project in 2009. During the meeting  Monica 
Aureggi presented a summary of the activities carri ed out 
in 2008, the final budget and future plans; Claudio  Conti 

talked about the mangrove reha-
bilitation project in Thailand; 
Pavlos Tsaros showed the progress 
and the results and recommenda-
tions of the work concerning the 
interaction between turtles and 
artisanal fisheries in Thailand; 
Alessandra De Lucia illustrated 
her observation and results re-
lated with the behavioural study 
conducted and Marjut Valtanen 
talked about her experience as 
volunteer with turtles and her 
initiative of setting up a web-
site to recruit volunteers in 
Finland.  At the end of the pres-
entations, a discussion on how to 
improve programmes was conducted 
amongst the participants.  

Mangrove Team 2008 

 
A total of 60 pictures participated in the competit ion. Participants of the competition 

were: Alain Dohet, Marjut Valtanen, Mikaela Hulme ,  Catriona Beattie, Ray Shepherd, Ilse Ver-
kaar, Tim Shouten, Jaruwan Kaewmahanin(Ning), Thiti ya Seekhasamban  (Nook)  and Alessandra De 
Lucia. Members who attended the meeting were invite d to choose one favourite picture and vote 
for it. Naucrates secretary with help of the childr en, counted the votes and proclaimed the 
winners. The winners of Naucrates Photographer of t he Year 2008 were:  

 

1°prize : ���������$�O�D�L�Q���'�R�K�H�W�����$�O�D�L�Q���'�R�K�H�W�����$�O�D�L�Q���'�R�K�H�W�����$�O�D�L�Q���'�R�K�H�W������������������������������������2°prize : �$�O�H�V�V�D�Q�G�U�D���'�H�/�X�F�L�D���$�O�H�V�V�D�Q�G�U�D���'�H�/�X�F�L�D���$�O�H�V�V�D�Q�G�U�D���'�H�/�X�F�L�D���$�O�H�V�V�D�Q�G�U�D���'�H�/�X�F�L�D��— 3°prize : �-�D�U�X�Z�D�Q���.�D�H�Z�P�D�K�D�Q�L�Q�-�D�U�X�Z�D�Q���.�D�H�Z�P�D�K�D�Q�L�Q�-�D�U�X�Z�D�Q���.�D�H�Z�P�D�K�D�Q�L�Q�-�D�U�X�Z�D�Q���.�D�H�Z�P�D�K�D�Q�L�Q 
 

Naucrates would like to thank all of you who have p articipated in this new initiative.  
Naucrates would like to thank FERRINO for sponsorin g the initiative  sending prizes. 
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1st PRIZE 3rd PRIZE 2nd PRIZE 



 
One of the main activities that Naucrates carries 

on concerns programmes of responsible tourism. The 
main target is conservation, which is related (at a  
wider scale) with the respect of local communities and 
cultures. In October, in parallel with the Annual 
meeting, Naucrates organized a special workshop in-
volving a local Italian community. Cori is a small 
town nestled on a hill still supported by the origi nal 
ancient cyclopic walls, where remains of temples, r u-
ins and churches accompany the visitor through to t he 
20th Century.  

 

...Since few years Naucrates members meet at cas-
tello di Santa Margherita to discuss about the or-
ganization activities and future plans.  
At the same time, guided visits to Cori or nearby v il-
lages are organized. This 

year, we thought about something special that 
would involve directly the local community and 
tradition.  

Maria and Laura kindly agreed to participate 
to our initiative.  

 

Maria showed us (and we were all invited to 
put it into practice) how to make fresh egg 
tagliatelle. The process takes about two hours, 
starting from mixing eggs with special flower to 
flattening the pasta, and cut it into strips. The 
group was carefully following Maria hands trying 
to copy all her movements. At the same time, in 
the kitchen, Laura was teaching how to make a 
pasta sauce, ragù.  

 

Everybody was intensively following and lis-
tening, as we were preparing our lunch! At 1pm 
the fresh pasta was served. It was wonderful and 

tasty.  
The workshop was a suc-
cessful experience for 
Naucrates group and for 
the two Italian ladies 
that were happy to share 
their knowledge and to  
realize how their tra-
dition can be appreci-
ated from people of 
other countries.  

Not only Turtles, mangroves, conservation 
but...a lesson on how to make fresh egg 

tagliatelle and a delicious salsa  
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Turtle shape key rings made of crystal 
beads made by a lady of the Lion Village  

IT CAN BE PURSUED ONLINE AT 
www.naucrates.org  

Fishermen pants 

The beginning of the 2009 season is imminent. 
Naucrates team will start working on the field 
in Thailand from 10 th  January 2009 until 4th 
April 2009 .  
Naucrates staff and volunteers will actively 
work towards the preservation of the local na-
ture, focusing on sea turtle monitoring and 
protection likewise mangrove restoration. In 
addition, the local community will be involved 
and actively part of the team.  
At Lion Village, Naucrates will be working in 
the environmental education centre that was set 

up in 2008.  
Naucrates collaborates 
with Mangrove Action 
Project, developing programme that focus on mangrov e reha-
bilitation, education and conservation on the islan d.  
The Naucrates team will focus on several activities  during 
the season:  

· Sea turtle monitoring : sea turtles usually nest on the 
island in January and February, with their eggs hat ching in 
March. All beaches will be monitored on a daily bas is in or-
der to find and protect all the nests. Nests will b e pro-

tected until hatching.   
· Mangrove Rehabilitation  will include planting seedlings, making signs, educ ation, 

transect, etc.  
· Community natural resource conservation and managem ent : introduce environmental 

friendly practices to improve the living conditions  of the Lion Village Community 
Strengthening of local community capacity to implem ent conservation programs; in-
crease scientific knowledge on the biology and cons ervation of marine turtles 
surrounding Koh Phra Thong and involve local commun ities in the conservation of 
these endangered species by protecting their habita ts (nesting beach and feeding 
grounds at sea); increase the awareness of mangrove  forest ecology and conserva-
tion; establish a positive-sustainable relationship  between ecotourism, conserva-
tion and community economic development 

· Environmental education : English lessons and environmental education in th e lo-
cal school. Aims of the programme will include: uti lizing environmental friendly 
practices in the village, i.e. planting trees, prod ucing compost, saving water, 
litter collection etc.; use of environmental games that educate the young gen-
eration.  

· Tourist awareness : guests and visitors of the island often visit the  project and 
information sessions will be hosted by the team.  

· Home-stay in the village : volunteers will stay in villager’s houses encouragi ng 
them to develop a home-stay programme in the future  and during the year.  

 

Volunteers will help us by bringing their skills an d knowledge with a small economi-
cal contribution to cover some expenses of the proj ect. The team brings life and in-
novation to the local community encouraging them to  understand that the development 

of ecotourism programmes could be a precious altern ative and source of income for 
their future.  

6 Euro 
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IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR  
 

���������	 MEMBERSHIP? 
 

MEMBER ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address 
Country                                                                                      Postcode 
Tel.                                                       Email: 
 

25 Euro �   Member           12 Euro �   Student         Donation of  ………………. 
Date                                                                    Signature 
 

���������   –  Conservation Biology Colle tenne—04010 Cori  (LT) - ITALY 
Email: naucrates12@tiscali.it 

Workshop organized  
by M.Aureggi — Naucrates 

 

The workshop “Predation on nests and 
hatchlings: is it a threats in the Mediterra-
nean? Are we applying the right conservation 
strategies?” was hold on Thursday 23 rd  October 
2008, at 9 am. 
The workshop focused on aspects related with predat ion on nesting beaches. Predation 
can decrease the amount of hatchlings that go safel y into the ocean and therefore could 
negatively affect the contribution to the future ge neration.  Participants from differ-
ent countries brought their experiences and their o pinions, enabling exchange of infor-
mation and knowledge. 

The audience agreed that predation has to be consid ered a threat to the survival 
of sea turtles and that conservation strategies has  to be carefully applied. Predators 
species in the Mediterranean nesting grounds are si milar and therefore similar conser-
vation actions can be applied in different places. Individual nest protection is the 
most commonly technique used by different teams. Th e discussion covered general, tech-
nical and practical details providing the opportuni ty to exchange experiences and in-
formation. Another common strategy is the estab-
lishment of hatchery. It was emphasized and agreed 

that a good hatchery management 
plan has to be applied and over-
viewed before implementing it. 
In the Mediterranean there are 
conservation projects that have 
been working since many years and 
projects that have recently 
started to work on sea turtles. 
The workshop was designed to fa-
cilitate communication on practi-
cal issues between projects in 
order to improve the application 
of conservation strategies. 

Third Mediterranean Conference on Marine Turtles 
in Tunisia 


