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Dear Friends, 
a warm welcome to our selection 

of activities for the coming summer 
2007. As well as our Conservation 
Project in Thailand, there are a num-
ber of new working holidays in Italy.  

Naucrates has designed new pro-
grammes combining the rich spirit of 
art with conservation.  

The artists amongst you and those 
with an artistic spirit can partici-
pate in “ART IN THE OLIVE GROVE”. Or 
if you like to work with your chil-
dren, “STAGE THE NATURE” could be the 
perfect long weekend in the Italian 
countryside enabling you to take part 
in an artistic workshop.  

We are also moving in a new di-
rection in 2007. We are pleased to 
announce the WILDLIFE GARDENING week 
for people who want to create a small 
nature reserve in their garden. 

Naucrates will teach you how to 
apply simple principles to enable you 
to carry out wildlife conservation in 
your garden, creating an environment 
that is attractive to various form of 
wildlife such as birds, amphibians, 
reptiles, insects, mammals and so on.  
The area chosen for these new pro-

grammes is located in central Italy; 
Italian countryside where the agri-
cultural landscape dominates flat 
land close to the Thyrrhenian Sea; a 
land of olive groves and woods in the 
Lazio Hills, about 20 km from the sea 
and 40 km south of Rome. Accommoda-
tion will be in Cori, a small village 
nestled on a hill still supported by 
the original ancient cyclopic walls, 
where remains of temples, ruins, and 
churches accompany the visitor 
through to the 20 th  Century.  

Naucrates believes that sustain-
able tourism can help to conserve our 
natural world by giving you the 
chance to experience and learn about 
wildlife, art , nature, etc. 

In this area in central Italy, 
mass tourism has not yet developed 
and we think we can engender interest 
and support amongst the locals, by 
showing them that they have a valu-
able resource at hand.  

For more news and details please 
check our website: www.naucrates.org 

We look forward to enjoying many 
more wonderful days in the field with 
you, 
        Best regards, Monica Aureggi  

The 2007 Naucrates Annual Meeting will be held in I taly, in Cori (LT), on 
Saturday 10 November at 15:00. 

 

Objectives : 
·         Presentation of activities conducted during the yea r 2006/07 
·         Presentation of how post tsunami funds (Lisa and Re becca Memorial 

Fund) were spent 
·         Approval of the annual balance of the year 2006/07 
·         Presentation of future plans 
·         Discussion of new member ideas 
·         Nominate the winners of the Naucrates Photographer of the Year Com-

petition 
 

FROM THE OLIVES TO THE OLIVE OIL : for the occasion, you can join a day in 
the countryside picking olives from trees as an Ita lian farmer. 

 
Write in your diary that on 9-11 Nov. you will be i n Italy with Naucrates.   

Booking form at www.naucrates.org 

2007 ���������  annual meeting 



With our backpack and bucket, Ale 
and I set off into the darkness in 
search of the telltale signs of a tur-
tle nest. It was a morning like any 
other. The slow progress of dawn made 
concentrating on tracks in the sand a 
little easier. By 7 o’clock the sky 
was bright and blue. It was then we 
spotted an unusual shape at the top of 
the beach. It was a dark, grey shape. 
Then we noticed the flipper under-
neath. Could this be a dolphin? As we 
got closer we identified it as a bot-
tlenose dolphin, 2.20 m in length. 
Thankfully it was not dead, but it was 
stranded with an injured flipper and 
various wounds on its surface. We knew 
we needed to act quickly and deci-
sively to save this beautiful crea-
ture.  

His eye opened to look at us. He 
looked desperate and he gave out a 
terrified high pitched whistle. Our 
bucket was used to fetch sea water to 
cover his drying skin. We tried to 
push him towards the sea but with low 
tide the shoreline lay about 80 meters 
away. With only two of us we knew we 
would fail.  

Modern technology helped out; re-
inforcements from the resort were dis-
patched via a telephone call to Pipap 
(our turtle colleague). But would they 
arrive in time? We continued to care 
for this dolphin as best we could by 
keeping his skin moist with sea water. 
Then we had some luck in the shape of 
a fishing boat and two fishermen who 
happened to be passing by. Our signal 
to them resulted in them turning their 
boat back and coming onshore to see 
what the problem was. 

On seeing the stranded dolphin we 

felt that the fishermen still did not 
see that there was a problem, but 
these souls helped the strange 
“farang” anyway. The four of us, car-
ried the dolphin the 80 meters down to 
the water. While we were happy and the 
dolphin made noises suggesting he was 
happy too, he seemed unable to prise 
himself away from the beach. Whenever 
we led him away towards the open sea, 
he returned to the beach. He seemed 
disorientated and lacking in his sonar 
abilities. While continuing to encour-
age the dolphin towards the sea, the 
Golden Buddha Beach staff reinforce-
ment, led by Zac, arrived in the jeep.  

They immediately understood the 
seriousness of the situation and with 
enthusiasm and determination set about 
assisting the beast further into the 
ocean. The fishermen who had origi-
nally helped had, by this time, re-
turned to the sea but fortunately the 
Golden Buddha beach resort staff was 
able to contact another boat. This was 
our best chance to get our stranded 
friend back into the sea. By this 
time, the dolphin was emitting gentle 
whistling sounds, almost as if he un-
derstood and agreed with our plan. The 
boat arrived far enough out in the 
open sea and with some trepidation we 
let the creature go. At first it 
looked as if he was again heading back 
to the shore. We all held our breath….
To our great relief, at the last mo-
ment he changed direction and swam out 
into the open sea.  

The emotions we felt at that time 
are indescribable, but for sure we 
will not forget this amazing and mov-
ing experience.             - Lina - 

The emotion of meeting a stranded dolphin  
during our daily turtle monitoring walk…. 
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Wildlife gardening is one element 
of a wider picture of wildlife con-
servation that Naucrates would like 
to promote throughout Italy. 
Gardens form important corridors 
linking urban, suburban and rural landscapes, allow ing 

wildlife to move from one environment to another. G ardens can help to fill in 
gaps by providing environments that are otherwise m issing locally.  

Naucrates will teach you about creating your own ga rden nature reserve ba-
lancing the requirements of your gardening interest s with those of the plants 
and animals using the reserve. Each day will consis t of discussions about wil-
dlife gardening techniques, practical sessions and workshops, guided afternoon 
field trips, and free time to practice. All partici pants will be given a certi-
ficate of attendance of the course and a one year m embership to Naucrates. 
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The activities will be attended by adults and chil-
dren. Going to workshops with your own children and  
their friends is a pleasant way to spend some time in 
the open air, away from the polluted thoughts which  
accompany us in every day life.  In the olive groves on 
a hills you will walk and learn about the local flo ra 

and fauna. You will be invited to collect some elem ents and to analyse colours 
and shapes of nature.You will be asked to create a scene, using a cardboard box 
as the theatre, the elements collected as protagoni sts and painting with the 
colours previously seen in nature. A special class for children to learn to 
sketch alive farm animals will be proposed. Dinners  in local restaurants and 
enjoy traditional cucina corese and vino. 
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Enjoy the lush setting of olive groves and 
Lepini mountains, where you can discover and 
sketch true Italian nature. You will indulge 
into some traditional local cousine and vino.  

Drawing and colouring the Nature in the o-
pen air is another way to discover the beauty 
of the world we live in, away from daily routines a nd polluted thoughts. No 
particular drawing skills or experience are require d to take part to the wor-
kshops, everyone is welcome! 

 

Naucrates’ new look! We are happy to invite all of you to 
visit our new-look website (www.naucrates.org). Ele na Daelli has volun-
tarily worked for Naucrates as webmaster since 2001 . She designed the 
first website in 2001, when the organization was fo unded, then in 2004 
she changed the image, renewing the style of the we bsite. She was always 
ready to update pages any time we requested, satisf ying our demands. We 
are very grateful to her for her work and sad about  her decision to leave 
her important role.  
The 2007 new look is a combination of ideas created  by Monica and Cristi-
ana, who carefully composed a new look to launch ne w activities and ideas 
of the organization for the year 2007. 
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My mom is active as a volunteer for the IVN in my h ometown (Holland). This 
is a organisation for the local nature. She thought  it would be nice to give a 
talk about Naucrates and their work so they can hea r about nature far away from 
our home town. Something different. I thought it wa s a good idea and Tim and I 
prepared a nice presentation. The man from public r elations send a letter to the 
press and in the week before the lecture we gave 5 interviews about our presen-
tation! 3 newspapers, 1 radio station en 1 TV stati on! for 1 week we knew how it 
was to be famous! 
  The lecture on the 27th March 07 went very well, the presentation started at 
20.00h and we have 4 subjects: 1) NAUCRATES by Ilse  2) MANGROVE by Tim. After 
this subject there was a few minutes for coffee or tea. 3) SEATURTLES by Ilse 
and 4) CORAL REEF STUDY by Tim. We used nice pictur es and Tim had made 2 small 
films from a few minutes with beautiful music, whic h made the evening very spe-
cial and more complete. We finished at 22.15h and e verybody loved it! All the 
people (about 40) made a donation and the money goe s to the motorbike for next 
season. We raised more than €200,- so we were very happy! It was a success!  

                                                          - Ilse and Tim - 
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� Research Assistant position for Thailand project 20 08 (January—
April). Application form at www.naucrates.org 

� PHOTOGRAPHER COMPETITION 2007: send in your picture s! 
� We are looking for a second hand Volkswagen Bus wit h 7 seats. Does 

anybody have one or know anybody selling one? 
� Fund raising campaign to purchase a motorbike: deta ils at  
www.naucrates.org 
� NAUCRATE NEW POSTAL ADDRESS: Naucrates, Colle Tenne , 04010 

Giulianello di Cori (LT) - ITALY 
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IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR  
 

��������	� MEMBERSHIP? 
 

MEMBER ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address 
Country                                                                                      Postcode 
Tel.                                                       Email: 
 

25 Euro �   Member           12 Euro �   Student         Donation of  ………………. 
Date                                                                    Signature 
 

���������   –  Conservation Biology Colle tenne—04010 Cori  (LT) - ITALY 
Email: naucrates12@tiscali.it 

Naucrates Conservation message in Europe  


