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Next appointment in Italy
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In July Monica and Claudio travelled back to Thaila nd to
conduct mangrove rehabilitation work at Phra Thong island.
Jim and Ning (Mangrove Action Project) joined the p roject
for a week during which planting, clearing and plan ning fu-
ture activites was con- ) -
ducted. : a0

Even though the season was particularly rainy and
stormy we managed to get our feet muddy and our
clothes all wet.

Claudio’s trees in the tidal creek have grown a lot
and as you can see from his smile (see picture) one
tree planted in July 2005 has produces the first
seedlings (babies)...congratulations!!

Local people were interested in learning more about
the mangrove rehabilitation work and they helped
Claudio with hard manual work.




MUDDY FEETS

The best garden at Lion Villane—1 Prize

Claudio’s smile
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In addition, together with Por,
who is actively working full time
for the project, we assigned prizes
for the best garden in the village
(see picture).

A lot of houses took part in
the competition and they were very
excited to have us there from Italy
to judge.

UCLA Students Final Project at Lion Village

July 20-24, 2009

Onthe 20 ™ —25 ™ July 2009, a group of four stu-
dents from UCLA stayed in Lion Village, Koh Phra T
for 5 days 4 nights as part of their final project
cise for their field study course “Thailand: Susta
able Communities and Ecosystems” They were the fi
group to experience the Lion Village developing ho
stay program.

The group’s activities included two mangrove

study area visits, interviews with the locals rega

the opinions and impacts of the CBT on Lion Village
homestay sign preparation, making certificates for
winners of the garden competition, as well as repai

the school kitchen garden fence. The students were
attentive, and flexible, which allowed all the acti

group of energetic students in the village resulted
more expressive, more appreciative, more attentive,
view allowed the villagers to express their views r
their village. All the villagers were appreciative

the CBT development program. However, please note t
by a livelihood development staff. In general, the
positive impact for the village. Additionally, the

this visit, including improving some of the CBT ser
orientation regarding dress code.

rding

the
ring
very enthusiastic, collaborative,
vities to run very well. Having a
in the locals’ attitudes being
and proud. For example, the inter-
egarding the outsider’s input to
and had positive opinions towards
hat the interview was interpreted
visit of the group brought about
locals learnt many lessons from
vices provided and on the visitors’




Home stay at Lion Village

OPEN for guests!
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Thailand: New turtle nesting ground found

A resident of Thap Sakae District in Prachuap Khiri Khan has discovered a nesting
ground for green turtles at a site earmaked for a ¢ oal-fired plant by the Electri-
city Generating Authority of Thailand.

A chance discovery, it was made by a local, Pawinee Wongnen, on May 4 after she
went for a walk that morning and spotted a dead bab y turtle next to a hole in the
ground on the sandy beach. Curious, she dug up the hole with bare hands and watched
in amazement as others crawled out of the hole and made their way to the sea.

She marked the place and returned later with a team in employ of the Marine and
Coastal Resources Research Centre that is based in the province. Among them was Ati-
chart Inthongkam, an academic involved in fishery r esearch along the Gulf of Thai-
land. They dug up around the hole to a depth of 80 centimetres and found eight more
baby turtles.

"We found 118 eggs that had already hatched and ano ther 10 that failed to hatch,"
Atichart said, adding that it was only the third in stance - after Koh Kram island
off mainland Chon Buri and Koh Kra off Nakhon Si Th ammarat - that a nesting place
for green sea turtles has been found on the Gulf of Thailand coast.

Sea turtles prefer quiet beaches far from human set tlement for nesting, he e-
xplained, and saw this as a good development becaus e he can look to the future with
hope for the baby turtles, when they grow up, will return here to lay eggs.

The centre is presently nursing 26 young sea turtle S in various stages of infir-
mity brought to it by the locals, and once they bec ome strong enough it would relea-
se them to the sea.

By Karnjana Karnjanatawe Source: www.bangkokpost.com

In May 2009, Tim and llse, two Naucrates volun-
teers got married! Since they came to work with
us the first time, they have been very enthusias-
tic in supporting us in different ways, taking
photos, videos, paintings, presentations...and
getting married in a FERRARI!

Here is their story:

On our Honeymoon on the island La Palma (Spain)
we have been away with a boat for a day. The
boat-crew was very environment friendly and told
us to call them when we saw rubbish like plastic
bags in the sea.

We saw a yellow ricebag drifting on the water and t he boat-
driver tried to come close so we could get it out o f the
water with a hook. When we were close, we saw somet hing
moving and when we got it out of the water, we foun d a sea
turtle stuck whit his hindleg to the ricebag. I'm a Imost
sure it is a Loggerhead, but I've never seen one in real

life, so maybe you
can tell me for

sure. We cut him
lose and re-

least her.

She looked good. We
released the turtle
when she was free of
all the platic.

That same day we
have seen a lot of
dolfins ans even a
whale!



Lamion’s cooking book

For those who have been to Thailand:
“Do you remeber the nice meal cooked by
Lamion?”
Por is working on the realization of a
recipe book. We selected about 10 best
dishes and we will translate them into
English.
We will edit a
small booklet
that can be sold
to raise funds
for the project and for Lamion’s kitchen.

You are welcome to send us suggestions and
pictures of the dishes.
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