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Five good reasons to join
the Annual meeting

1. DISCOVER WHAT NAUCRATES IS PLANNING FOR THE
FUTURE in Thailand, in Italy and in the Medi-
terranean.

2. PROPOSE NEW ACTIVITIES AND HOW TO IMPROVE OUR
CONSERVATION EFFORT WORLDWIDE

3. TASTE FAUVOLOUS LOCAL FOOD AND WINE

4. LEARN HOW TO MAKE OLIVE OIL STARTING FROM THE OLI VE

TREE ENDING WITH A BOTTLE OF OLIVE OIL

5. ENJOY THE SUNNY ITALIAN COUNTRYSIDE

Book now and you will be with us on

Saturday 10 November 2007

NEW LOCATION FOR THAILAND PROJECT

As in the last 11 years, the project will be carrie d out on Phra Thong
island, a 100 km 2 island (15 km long x 7 km wide), located about 5 k m from
the western coast of Thailand in the Andaman Sea (9 .03-9.17 °N, 98.25-
98.33 °E), but this year the project base will be transfer red from the west
coast to Pak Choke village on the north coast of th e island.
Three sites (villages) are found on the island: Tap ayoi (TA), Thung Dap
(TD) and Pad Chok.
Before the tsunami about 1064 people were resident on the island split
between 49 families in TD, 87 families in Pad Chok and 123 in TA. Two years
after (January 2007) the devastating event (tsunami ), only the villages of
TA and TD are present on the island.
Pad Chok was completely destroyed. It is now rebuil t by the Lion Club.
Its location has been changed making it more protec ted from natural disas-
ters. The village was opened on 25 February 2007. T he village is composed
of about 100 houses, one school and a large room fo r social events.
Naucrates team will leave in the community renting one of those houses.
Naucrates team will carry on environmental educatio n programmes for the lo-
cal school children and volunteers will be involved in teaching basic Eng-

lish to the community.



Fishermen and turtles
at Ko Phra Thong

The aim of this project is to
evaluate the interaction between arti-
san fisheries and sea turtles
(Lepidochelys olivacea Chelonia
mydas, Erethmochelys imbricatad
Dermochelys coriacga through a
programme which involves the fish-
ing community, local authorities, lo-
cal organizations, Phuket Marine
Biological Center, Department of
Marine and Coastal Resources, De-
partment of Fisheries and Naucrates researchers.

For nature and people
after the tsunami

lihoods but the addition of financial support
has artificially increased the number of squid
traps and other fishing gear. Even though it
was with good intention that support was
given to the communities, it has not been con-
trolled and is not sustainable.
During the survey, differences emerged between
the villages of TA and Thung Dap (TD) both in
attitudes and communities. Although all the villesge
have not yet returned to live on the island,
TD seems to possess a younger fishing community.
This younger group has probably participated in

Local people are aware that turtles were a lot the environmental education programme carried out
more common in the past, some mentioning that by Naucrates over the last ten years. The positive
there were 200 nests per year on Phra Thong island effect of this education is now reflected in their
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20 years ago. Turtle meat and eggs used to befart
the villagers’ diet.

Given that sea turtles are protected by Thai law
and that there is a turtle conservation projectkwor
ing on the island, this is probably why most of the
fishermen from both villages (55,1%) declared that
they are aware of the turtle trade but that theypalo
take part in it (96,2%). However, they do know they
are tasty (46,2% in Tapayoi village (TA). This dem
onstrates that a combination of Thai regulation and
long term-conservation effort has made them aware
of the problem. Even though the sea turtle iseclos
to extinction, the local people do seem to be ra¢ady
apply simple sea turtle conservation rules. The fac
that TA villagers mentioned that conservation
should be applied for future generations is impor-
tant. It shows that they have a clear idea of te n

cessity to protect rare species like sea turtleeyT g, . ‘
also seem to have a fair idea of what Naucrat&e» “EEF-\ T

trying to achieve.

partly has a consequence of the tsunami. /
The tsunami which occurred on 26 LCif

cember 2004 devastated the area has i’%?O/vr

cantly impacted on the local people and their com-
munities. From the unfamiliarity with an outsider
about ten years ago, many villagers now welcome
foreigners (NGOs, government officials, media,
etc.). Without doubt, the traditional local fishie

fort has increased since the tsunami. Many NGOs
have not only helped fishermen to rebuild theiediv
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WWF for a living planet”

Marine Conservation Action Fund
(New England Aquarium Global
Marine Program, Boston, USA)

greater conservation knowledge and their stronger
attitude towards conservation than TA fishermen.

The impact of an increase in the number of bigger
boats, such as trawlers, has forced the local rfishe

men to modify their fishing areas as well as preduc

tivity.

In the past, the capture of juvenile turtles in
squid or fish traps was rarely reported. However,
since the tsunami, there as been a case of a green
venile being caught in a fish trap which was repdrt
by the Naucrates team in 2006. Both types of traps
should be studied and modified to allow fish toeent
but not turtles. Because of the limited number of
cases of onboard observation, we cannot draw any
firm conclusions but continued investigation is re-
quired in this area.

Squid traps, the most common
. type of fishing gear (68,8%

\ of fishermen interviewed),
- f‘\! can also potentially catch
turtles. Whilst only three
| interviewees mentioned the
~~ interaction between traps
and turtles, there are several fac-
tors which contribute to this concern.
The trap stays at sea over night, with
fresh bait, which can attract turtles. The opening
(35-40 cm) could allow a young turtle to enter and
become trapped. This opening should be reduced to
minimize by-catch without reducing the amount of
squid caught in trap.

If you like to learn more about this project, write

to us requiring a copy of the final report.
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The World Conservation Union



There is no doubt that drawing a
leaf or an image of a tree from a
book is easier than portraying it
from real. We chose to challenge
ourselves! Two days in the open air
drawing and sketching with water
colours sitting in a rustic shaded
area in the hills and souranded by
a lush olive grove. We took a walk
with the Naturalist Claudio Conti
who enriched our knowledge with
names and facts of the sourranding
flora and fauna. The participants
to the workshop then learnt about
materials, basic techniques of wa-
tercolours, from the preparation of
the paper to the colouring tech-
nigues. After a succulent pic—nic
we continued to paint embraced by
light breeze and by the sound of
the buzzards.

A siesta later we had dinner in
a friendly local restaurant. The
next day started with a walk in the
woods, with Claudio and Monica to
admire the numerous textures of
barks, mosses and lichens and a va-
riety of plant species.

We collected few samples choos-
ing interesting textures and hues.

We returned to our lovely shaded

The results of a study that aimed
to determine if the general public
would be willing to pay to support a
regional marine turtle conservation
programme were presented in Bangkok on
23 July.

The results indicated that although
the public is well aware of the plight
of marine turtles, and appear to at-
tach more importance to protecting
turtles than other species, the amount
that urban dwellers were willing to
pay voluntarily for their conservation
was extremely modest.

When asked to accept a surcharge on
their monthly electricity bill for

five years, respondents would not col-
lectively agree to a surcharge of USD
1 or more in any of the four countries
surveyed (China, Philippines, Thai-
land, and Viet Nam); the lowest sur-
charge agreeable in all countries was
just 2 cents per month.

More positively, the funds that might
be generated from a minority of house-
holds willing to pay a dollar or more,
or from households subject to manda-
tory monthly payments, could be quite
substantial - between 50-135 million

base in the olive grove where we
continued our journey through the
wonders of watercolour techniques
with a “panino” break!

In the evening we attended a lo-
cal village fair for food and wine
tasting, listening to Italian folk
music. The next morning we had the
pleasure to visit the “giardini di
Ninfa”, an enchanted garden con-
taining a vast variety of species
of plants, trees and flowers, when
history and nature romantically
meet.

It's time to say goodbye and
why not meet again next season?
“Art in the olive grove” will
continue, the next dates will

be on our website

USDlyear - if one considers the large
population sizes of these urban areas.
Moreover, a significant percentage of
respondents would pay voluntarily, re-
gardless of whether or not other peo-
ple paid. The study recognized, how-
ever, the significant practical diffi-
culties of implementing an electricity
bill surcharge scheme, not the least
because of competing public policy is-
sue.

The findings revealed that environ-
mental concerns, in general, ranked
relatively low in importance compared
to other public policy issues, such as
the economy, poverty and governance.
Moreover, endangered species were well
down in the list of environmental con-
cerns, when measured against things
affecting peoples’ daily lives, such

as air and water pollution, and traf-

fic congestion.

Some of the other interesting findings
of the study and workshop discussion
included:

- The tendency, even for people with
pro-environment attitudes, to assume
that someone else will take care of
endangered species.



- An extremely low percentage felt
that their governments should raise
taxes for protection of endangered
species. In general, there was a per-
ception that people were already too
highly taxed, or that taxes would not
be used effectively. People who do do-
nate voluntarily expect to see the re-
sults of how their donated funds are
used, through transparent accountabil-
ity.

- A relatively high percentage of

Thais said they would not be willing

to pay into a surcharge scheme for ma-
rine turtles because they felt the
government already collected tax reve-
nue (suggesting, perhaps, that there
was an expectation that their taxes
were already being used for this pur-
pose.)

- Existing revenue generation schemes
were mentioned, such as voluntary
“tick-offs” on hotel bills, nest adop-

tion programmes, volunteer beach pro-
tection, and turtle-based tourism. In
Thailand, a major hotel operator with
“turtle-friendly policies” has col-

lected sizable sums for a turtle con-
servation foundation by applying a
levy on hotel bills that guests must
‘untick’ if they wish to be exempt

from.

News from www.ioseaturtles.org
(27/07/07). For further information on
the study, please contact Dr. (Ms.)

Orapan Nabangchang-Srisawalak, Senior

Economist, School of Economics, Suk-
hothai Thammathirat Open University,
Nonthaburi, Thailand.

Giulianello di Cori (LT) - ITALY
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: ANNOUNCEMENTS :
2 Wedding: we are glad to announce that two of our as sistants, Lucy ¢
¢ and Oli, who met in Thailand during their work with Naucrates, are ¢
2 getting married on 8th September 2007! CONGRATULATI ONS! ¢
¢ Research Assistant position for Thailand project 20 08 (January— ¢
¢ April). Application form at www.naucrates.org ¢
¢ PHOTOGRAPHER COMPETITION 2007: send in your picture s! ¢
¢ Fund raising campaign to purchase a motorbike: deta ils at ¢
Y 3 www.naucrates.org ¢
L 3 NAUCRATE NEW POSTAL ADDRESS: Naucrates, Colle Tenne , 04010 2 3
L 4 L 4
L 4 L 4
2 2
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IT'S TIME TO RENEW YOUR

MEMBERSHIP?
MEMBER ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms
AGTERS e
Country Postcode
T, rrrrrrrrrrrr e e 1= 1 PP
25 Euro  Member 12 Euro Student Donation of ...................
Date Signature
— Conservation BiologZolle tenne—04010 Cori (LT) - ITALY
Email: naucrates12@tiscali.it
is a quarterly newsletter dedicated to the excaarignformation on conservation biology and aetivi
ties run by organization.
Editor: Drawings: Lucy Young, Ben Gunn. Contributors: Gasa Aureggi, Pavlos Tsaros, Monfca
Aureggi.

Text revised by Katie Jones.
is dependent upon your free and voluntary contigmstin the form of articles, news items, announeeis and
other contributions. Please do not hesitate toamnts or send us any news or contributions.
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